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Their local centre was the synagogue; but the centre of dispersed
Judaism was Jerusalem, and the Temple attracted annually
thousands, or even millions, of pilgrims.

Nevertheless, it was inevitable that in a Hellenistic environ-
ment Judaism should become Hellenized. Tfw translation of the
Bible was an event of prime importance: the Septitagint served
both to extend Greek influence, and to promote Jewish influence
in the Greek environment. Syncretism, whose effect in Palestine
we have already noticed., was still more active in the Judceo-Gentile
world, whose centres were Alexandria and Antioch, and whose most
typical representative was Philo of Alexandria.

" The syncretism of Philo was of the philosophic type, that is
to say, a form of speculation which takes as its point of departure
the study of Greek philosophy J! (p. 248). The Logos became the
intermediary, the mediator between God and man : the whole effort
of Jewish thought was to increase the majesty and transcendence
of God. Evil originated in matter or from the lower powers (p.
226). The soul was regarded as being distinct from the body and
aimed at freeing itself from matter, and at raising itself in the
ecstatic state to union with the Logos, the revelation of God. Divine
bliss would be the portion of all the righteous: nationalism dis-
appears, and ritualism loses its significance. This religious
philosophy, " embodying an attractive syncretism " (p. 229), made
great headway among the Grceco-Romans and largely overcame
anti-Semitic prejudices. Moreover, at this period Jewish propa-
ganda was extremely active : the Jews presented their religion,
with its one God and its moral law, as cc the true pure religion,
the religion without images, one might say ' the worship in spirit
and in truth 5 i?: such a religion was a perfect answer to the
need of questing souls who were not in search of " violent emotions
and the phantasmagoria of the mysteries."

But, on the other hand, this mysticism of Oriental origin, which
in Greece had become predominant in the mysteries, in spite of the
fact that it was at first repulsed by the " state " religion, penetrated
into Judaism, not only in Jewish settlements among Gentiles, but
also into Palestinian Judaism. Boulanger has discussed from the
point of mew of Hellenism the process of syncretism which teas
destined to amalgamate and fuse Hebrew monotheism with all the
Oriental cults in the crucible where beliefs of every kind were being
tested. Guignebert emphasizes " the essentially Jewish syncretism "
(p. 242), which, to a greater extent than the pagan syncretism, seems
>to have survived in early Christianity; he insists on the*importance
of a syncretistic gnosis which occupied itself with speculations on
" the birth, organization, government, and life of the Cosmos*"
and which, no doubt, also looked forward to a Saviour (p. 245).